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personal followers of the King. As Vitry returned
from the assassination, Louis cried out, " Great
thanks to you; now I am King." A crowd gathered
about, Louis was mounted on a billiard table, where
he declared that Vitry had acted with his approval,
and proceeded to issue orders amid much excite-
ment. Richelieu seems to have been uncertain as
to his own fate, when he made his way through the
assemblage after hearing of the murder. He had
not been wholly unmindful of the vicissitudes of
politics and had made some overtures to Luines; if
we can trust his own statement, lyuines now told
Mm that he could retain his office, but he felt that
honour required he should resign it and follow the
fortunes of the Queen. It is unlikely that such an
offer was made with any idea that it would be ac-
cepted, and still less likely that if Richelieu had the
choice, he would have refused the power that was
dear to him from any feeling of devotion to the
Queen-mother. At all events, he was coldly re-
ceived by the King, and soon made his retreat.

The old ministers had been hastily summoned,
and Richelieu entered the council-chamber, but he
was received with averted looks; no one spoke with
him, he took no part in the conferences, and when
asked in what capacity he was there, he left the
room. He saw that his retirement from Court was
inevitable, and that if he hoped for a return to
favour he must accept quietly and promptly his
present disgrace.
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